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Is it a journal, magazine, or newspaper article?

START

It’s most likely a 
newspaper article! 
(Like one from the 

Toronto Star or 
Montreal Gazette!)

It’s most likely a journal 
article! 

(Like one from Canadian 
Nurse or Marketing 

Research!) 

Would most people reasonably 
consider this article more educational 

than entertaining?

Well… does it have a 
bibliography at the end?

Yes

Does the article state what 
education the author has or 

what university they are 
affiliated with?

Yes

NoYes

No

Yes

No

Compare the date of the article to the 
events talked about in the article. Are they 

within a few weeks of each other?

Yes

It’s most likely a 
magazine article! 

(Like one from 
Macleans or Today’s 

Parent!)

More than 3 pages long?

Skim the first few paragraphs. 
Are there lots of words that 
are difficult to understand?


